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Broward Grand Jury recommends 



       18 steps to clean up Florida’s “Pill Mills”

        A Broward Grand Jury issued Thursday an 18-point set of recommendations it believes will help clean up the alarming proliferation of  so-called “pain mills” that dispense legal prescription drugs for illegal uses.

         Among the grand jury’s recommendations:

· that the state swiftly fund and implement the recently enacted Prescription Drug Monitoring Program, an electronic database from which doctors and pharmacists  can track the excessive dispensing of prescription drugs to patients who “doctor shop;” 

· that state medical licensing boards use the provisions of a new law to aggressively regulate pain clinics and the doctors who work there;

· that doctors who work at pain clinics be required to access the data base before prescribing drugs;

· that pain clinics not be allowed to dispense pills;

· that pain clinics be required to accept insurance so they are not a cash-only business.

         The Grand Jury noted that for seven years, the Florida Legislature failed to enact a proposal to establish the Prescription Drug Monitoring Program electronic database to track the excessive dispensing of prescription drugs to doctor-shopping patients. 

        Broward State Attorney Mike Satz, who convened the Grand Jury last March, said the report released Thursday makes important recommendations.

     “Clearly some of the Grand Jury’s proposals will go a long way toward curtailing doctor-shopping and help eliminate the spread of these pill mills here in Broward and across the state,” Satz said.

      Last spring, the United Way of Broward’s Commission on Drug Abuse publicly noted its alarm at the volume of illegal drugs being dispensed from some of Broward’s pain clinic “pill mills.”

       “Without a drug monitoring program in place drug traffickers, dealers and users easily engage in illegal doctor-shopping to acquire prescription drugs,” the Grand Jury said. “They travel to multiple doctors several times a day, week or month in search of physicians who willingly prescribe and supply them prescription drugs. If ethical and conscientious doctors refuse to sell them drugs, they travel from pain clinic to pain clinic attempting to find another  physician willing to supply them drugs.”

       Not all pain clinics are “pill mills,” the grand jury said.  
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