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STATEWIDE EXPERTS ANNOUNCE ECONOMIC IMPACT 
OF DRUG AND ALCOHOL USE
Report shows the economic impact is two-thirds of the state’s annual budget 
Tallahassee, Fla. (November 12, 2009) — Today, the Florida Substance Abuse & Mental Health Corporation and the Florida Alcohol & Drug Abuse Association (FADAA), along with public and private sector leaders, announced the economic impact of drug and alcohol use is a staggering $43 billion dollars annually. The impact is significant and affects every level of the state, from our streets to our classrooms.  The devastation is not just economic, but also deeply personal. 
“The yearly impact of alcohol use alone is reflected in nearly 11,000 deaths, 69,000 incidents of illness, and 82,000 traffic collisions. And the impact of drug use is evidenced by more than 4,000 deaths, 11,000 ER visits and nearly 162,000 incidents of crime,” said Ellen Piekalkiewicz, executive director of the Florida Substance Abuse & Mental Health Corporation.
Every hour in Florida:

· $1,016,564 is spent in Florida due to injuries caused by alcohol.

· $392,000 is spent in Florida due to alcohol attributable crimes.

· $11,806.75 is spent in Florida as a result of hospitalizations due to drug use.

· The consequences of drug and alcohol use will cost Floridians nearly $5 million dollars every hour.

Mark Fontaine, executive director of FADAA, said, “There have been 131 deaths so far this year in Florida due to the H1N1 virus; yet this public health crisis costs more than 11,000 lives every year in Florida. It is time we bring this public health crisis to the forefront.” 

Wrapped into the $43 billion impact is the cost of underage drinking, a persistent public health problem that generates significant costs to society from alcohol-related consequences. Florida faces a particularly tough challenge as Florida youth have higher rates of alcohol use than the national average. The 2009 Florida Department of Children and Families study concerning Economic Costs of Underage Drinking in Florida demonstrates: 

· The total cost of underage drinking in 2007 in Florida was more than $3 billion dollars. 

· Included in this figure is alcohol-attributable violent crime, whose tab is $316 million to Florida. 

· Traffic crashes due to underage drinking cost more than $642 million and the price tag for risky sexual behavior is nearly $300 million.

· Six counties alone accounted for 52 percent of the total estimated cost: Miami-Dade, Broward, Orange, Palm Beach, Hillsborough and Duval. 

Most, if not all, costs can be entirely prevented. Prevention and treatment offers the best investment for Florida’s dollars:

· In Florida, no revenue from excise taxes goes toward prevention and treatment--only enforcement.  
· Funding effective substance abuse prevention and treatment programs at the state and local level can significantly reduce much of the harm caused.

· Passing social policy legislation aimed at reducing underage drinking would address the underage drinking impact.
“The Annual Economic Impact of Drug and Alcohol Use in Florida, Bohs and Sayed 2009.”
The study includes deaths, incidents, and economic costs to individuals and to society, as well as the annual costs to the health care and criminal justice systems, the lost productivity from deaths, illness, and injury, and the reduced quality of life.

The Florida Substance Abuse and Mental Health Corporation is a non-profit corporation created by the Legislature to oversee the state's publicly funded substance abuse and mental health services. The Governor, President of the Senate and Speaker of the House appoint its 12 directors. The corporation is charged with making recommendations annually to the Governor and the Legislature on policies designed to improve coordination and effectiveness of the state's publicly funded mental health and substance abuse systems. For additional information visit the website at www.samhcorp.org.

Florida Alcohol and Drug Abuse Association (FADAA) is a non-profit, membership organization which represents 120 community-based substance abuse treatment and prevention agencies and over 1000 individual members throughout Florida.  For FADAA has a thirty-two year history of representing its members in advancing addiction treatment, prevention and research through public policy leadership, communications, professional development and quality member services.  For additional information visit the website at www.fadaa.org or email fadaa@fadaa.org.
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